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without saying anything, as men are so curiously able to do. The view undoubtedly was that now is the accepted time for our chief's resignation; that it would be against Mr. G.'s honour to remain at the head of the Government while the estimates of which he disapproved were actually being framed; that the delay in reconstruction would fatally mutilate the new session; and all the other arguments.
"To H. of C. A good many Irish questions, which I answered as I best could. Mr. G. on the bench, in a perfectly matter-of-fact humour to all outer seeming. He said to me, 'Pray, come and dine to-night, if you can. Only the family, and I will tell you my estimate of the Cabinet.7 Much buzzing among the Cabinet men, coming to my room and talking things over and over. Most of them were at this stage of affairs This-Weekers and not Next-Mouthers, i.e. for a definitive Cabinet on Thursday or Friday followed by the Prime Minister's immediate
retirement. Only one minister, L------, was willing
to entertain Mr. G.'s own plan, or to go against the Admiralty figures. Presently it came rather more into our minds that a ministerial crisis and the withdrawal of Mr. G. might let in Lord Salisbury. The Q. might send for him and he might dissolve, leaving our Parish Councils Bill planted. Or he might be emboldened, even if we remonstrated, to spoil the Bill. That argument began to spread a little. Still, I don't think it substantially diverted the current in favour of resignation this week.
"To dine in Downing Street. Armitstead and Lord Konald Gower, the only other guests. Mr. G. not in his gay mood, but still perfectly cheerful and Ml of talk, only no flow; it was an atmosphere of